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This academic year has been full of unexpected changes in school days and
permissions on portions of students coming to school. Due to the pandemic of Covid-19,
the time of teaching face-to-face has been changing and limited to a certain degree. New
teaching platforms and strategies have been developed and adapted for the sake of
students’ learning. Online teaching and learning have become the new norms in the
education field. Teachers and students have to get used to using laptops and digital
devices for teaching and learning. This year, teachers have shown their professional
abilities and IT skills to create teaching materials and conduct lessons online, not
only for the completion of lessons but also for the attainment of high students’
participation and improved learning performance. Evaluations on lessons and reflections
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on the execution of online lessons have never been stopped because of the class suspension
or the teaching staff working at home. Even though a large part of the main curriculum
has been implemented and completed successfully, there are still some plans in the
English Department that could only be partially completed or even cancelled owing to the
influence of the pandemic.

Adapting to the new era of online teaching and learning, students’ experience
of learning English has been changed this year. Microsoft Teams is an online platform
where teachers and students have been using for online lessons. It has already been an
efficient medium for students and teachers for communication. Not only do the teachers
collect homework and students receive feedback from the teachers, but it has also been
a platform for the teachers to share online formative assessments with students and
answers students’ enquiry on learning. The other online tools for online lessons that
have been used and shared are ClassDojo, Microsoft Forms, Kahoot and Wordwall which have
greatly increased the motivation and interest in learning. Thus, not only the online
materials such as YouTube music and videos that the teachers have made good use of, but
the teachers have also familiarized themselves with online assessments and different
modes of assessments.

Besides, enhancing students’ interest in reading has been one of the focuses
in the programme plan, however, the teachers only managed to teach theme-based readers
via online lessons and failed to implement the ERS programme. About the P.2-3 theme-
based readers which has been planned for this year, the lesson plans were adapted for
online lessons. The students could only access the readers on an online platform
Sharepoint for preparation before the lesson. Extra lesson materials and activities were
prepared for the sake of students’ learning. The learning outcome has been satisfactory
by far and it has been recommended that the theme-based readers can be designed to other
levels for trial. Still, it can be improved by teaching the reader in three consecutive
lessons for improved learning performance. On the other hand, the books of the ERS
programme for P.3-6 could not be delivered to students for exchange reading due to
hygiene concerns, therefore, the students received one book only for themselves. It has
been recommended that more STEM books can be added to the series of books for Group 2
and more theme-based readers can be added for Group 1 which cater to their learning
needs. Hence, despite the teachers’ hard work on adapting to the online lessons, the
students’ reading habit has been interrupted and their ways of reading have been
affected this year. The teaching of reading and the series of books for ERS programme
may need more attention for next year.

In addition, the language learning atmosphere and environment have been
maintained and improved throughout the academic year. When the students were back to
school after the long summer holiday, the decorations about ‘Welcome back to school’
were hung up on the ground floor. The campus was greatly improved by the language-rich
posters with various themes. The theme-based word cards were stuck in the classroom to
enrich the language learning environment. Though the theme-based activities were not
implemented solely at school, the students were still passionate about having a
conversation with English teachers to collect stamps for prizes redemption. During the
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time that students stayed at school, the theme-based activities were redesigned with
online materials and tasks that the students could accomplish at home. Hence, the
language learning atmosphere was developed and maintained to a certain extent despite
the disruptive school schedule.

In conclusion, this year has been a challenge for both the students and the
teachers. It took some time for students to get used to the ways of having online lessons.
The teachers tried their best to equip the students with the digital technology skills
for learning and maintain the effectiveness of teaching via online lessons. Even with
the difficult situations, the teaching and learning outcomes were still satisfactory.
The various e-learning materials and assessment tools were developed significantly to
facilitate students’ learning. Since some parts of the programme plan could not be
executed, new ways of conducting English activities, including promoting reading
interests and habits, should be discussed and developed for the coming years if the
disruption of the class schedule still exists.
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