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Established in 1995, the Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC) is a statutory body set
up by the Government to support the broad development of the arts in Hong Kong. Its major
roles include grant allocation, policy and planning, advocacy, promotion and development, and
special projects.

The mission of HKADC is to support and promote the development of 10 major art forms in
literary arts, performing arts, visual arts as well as film and media arts in Hong Kong. Aiming
to foster a thriving arts environment and enhancing the quality of life of the public, HKADC
is also committed to facilitating community-wide participation in the arts and arts education,
encouraging arts criticism, raising the standard of arts administration, and contributing on policy
research.

Development strategies of HKADC include:
e Supporting promising artists and arts groups in the pursuit of excellence
e Promoting arts administration to improve the management of arts groups
e |mproving the arts environment and proposing policy recommendations
e Enhancing public participation, developing arts space for artistic creation and production
e Fostering strategic partnerships and attracting private sector resources to support the arts
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Fanling Assembly of God
Church Primary School
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Award-winning Project:
Beyond What Primary Students See:
Embodiment of Modern Art

In primary school arts education in Hong Kong, with much
focus on the intellectual aspects or the training on making
handicrafts, children are not aware of the relationship between
art and themselves. By launching the “Beyond What Primary
Students See: Embodiment of Modern Art” project in the
2018/19 school year, Fanling Assembly of God Church Primary
School wanted to stimulate students’ creative thinking and
reflect the connection between art and life.

The project consisted of three learning themes — “Enter into
Modern Art’] “Into the Open” and “Leap over the Canvas”
— that introduced the works and styles of modern artists in
graduating degrees of difficulties, followed by experimentations,
collaborations, problem-solving, etc. This was to enable
students to understand howv artists create, and at the same time
nurture their creativity, artistic skills and personal development.
Fung Wai-man, the teacher who implemented the project, pointed
out that modemn art pieces created from the late 19" century to
the 1970s were selected as the themes because works from
this era are easier for primary school students to understand and
practise on. Fung said, “This project connected the three themes
so that students could get to know the art and locales of different
periods, and discover new findings and revelations. Primary school
students could not only appreciate modern art, but also put into
practice the creation of modern art.”

Three Main Learning Themes Nurture Students’ Creativity

“Enter into Modern Art’ designed for 120 Primary 2 students,
was conducted in seven sessions during the life-wide learning
study period. It introduced seven artists from the modern art
period, including Joan Mird, Robert Delaunay, Wassily Kandinsky,
Andy Warhol, Claude Monet, and Pablo Picasso. In the
Joan Miro-themed lesson for instance, the teacher began by
briefly introducing Mird's creative style, guiding students to
speculate on the meanings symbolised in the lines in his works.
The teacher then prompted students to draw lines and shapes
with poster colours and paintbrushes, to experiment on materials
through a medium unfamiliar to them. The teacher finished the
lesson by giving students cardboard papers marked with Miré's
lines, then asking students to colour the papers and enjoin them
to create artworks that stood firmly, in order to consolidate the
concepts and techniques that they have learned in this lesson.
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Out of the Classroom and Painting En Plein Air

Departing from earlier artists who created in studios, modern
painters such as Monet and Renoir began painting en plein air,
adding an improvisatory touch to their works. This inspired Fung
to design “Into the Open” for Primary 6 students to experience
outdoor painting.

The class first reviewed Vincent van Gogh's plein air sketches to
analyse different forms of drawing, expressions, composition,
pace and the sfumato technique in sketching. Students then
drew in campus to learn to capture and prioritise foci and
master basic sketching techniques. Lastly, the teacher brought
students to the Fanling Lung Yeuk Tau Heritage Trail, where
students learned about Chinese architecture through the guided
tour and drew in groups at different spots.

The Campus Becomes a Canvas

"Leap over the Canvas’ centred on the art from the 1960s to
the 1970s, was targeted at 14 Primary 5 and 6 students gifted
in visual arts. In “Finding the Little Corner in Campus’, an
activity with street art as its theme, the students created with
oil paint at 14 designated spots in campus, to understand the
connection between art and the surroundings. An extended
activity “Primary School Students' Hipster Map"” also took
place, prompting all students to realise that every corner in
the campus could become a canvas.

In the future, the school plans to publish its arts education
curriculum into a tangible teaching kit, in hope of sharing their
arts education beliefs and experience with others effectively.
It will also discuss the development trend of parents and
children co-creating together.

In addition to imparting artistic knowledge and skills to
students, Fung opined that “Art is a communication channel
to let students see the world in different angles’ and hoped
that through arts education, “art is gradually infused into the
lives of the students, and they will come to understand the
connections between art and life.”
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